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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
Georgia Southern University, Department of Political Science, Statesboro, GA  
Assistant Professor, 2005-present 
 
Duke University Talent Identification Program, Durham, NC 
Instructor, 2002-present 
 
Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC 
Visiting Assistant Professor, 2004-2005 
 
Duke University, Durham, NC       
Instructor, 2002-2003                
Teaching Assistant, 1998-2004 
 
Humboldt University, Social Science Institute, Berlin, Germany 
Visiting Instructor, 2001 
 
Notre Dame University, Department of Social and Behavioral Science, Lebanon 
Visiting Instructor, 1997-1998 
 
 
EDUCATION   
 
Ph.D. 2004, M.A. 2001 
Duke University, Durham, NC 
Department of Political Science - International Relations and Security Studies     
Dissertation: “Enduring Territorial Disputes: Why Settlement is Not Always the Best Strategy” 
 
M.A. 1997, B.A. 1993 
American University, Washington, D.C. 
School of International Service - International Affairs: Comparative and Regional Studies of 
the Middle East, International Studies 
 
Intensive Intermediate Arabic, American University of Beirut, Lebanon, 2002            
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Summer Workshop on Analysis of Military Operations and Strategy (SWAMOS), 
Columbia/Cornell University, New York, 2003            
 
 
SCHOLARSHIP 
   
Peer Reviewed Journals 

“China’s Strategy in the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands Dispute: Issue Linkage and Coercive 
Diplomacy,” Asian Security, vol. 5, no. 1, Spring 2009, forthcoming 
 
“Reformation of a Terrorist Group: Hezbollah as a Lebanese Political Party,” Studies in 
Conflict and Terrorism, vol. 32, no. 7, July 2009, forthcoming 
 
“Legal Systems and the Peaceful Attempts to Resolve Territorial Disputes,” Conflict 
Management and Peace Science, vol. 25, no. 4, 2009, forthcoming (co-authored with Emilia 
Powell) 
 
“Nationalist Incentives to Prevent Settlement of the Territorial Dispute Between Guatemala 
and Belize,” Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, vol. 11, no. 3, 2005  
 
“The Elite Media and the Civilian-Military Culture Gap,” Armed Forces & Society, vol. 27, no. 
2, 2001 (co-authored with David L. Paletz) 
 
“Multiple Personalities: International Communication as a Field of Study,” The Graduate 
Review, Spring 1997 
 
 “The Lebanese Civil War and International Relations Theory,” Swords & Ploughshares: A 
Journal of International Affairs, vol. 6, no. 1, 1996 
 
 
Book Chapters 
 
“Religiously Motivated Violence in the Middle East,” Incorporating the Middle East into the 
Classroom, College Park, MD: University of Maryland Press, forthcoming in 2009 
 
“Islamic Terrorism: The Red Menace of the 21st Century,” in Politics, War, and the New Legal 
Landscape (vol. 1), Westport, CT: Greenwood/Prager International Security Press, 
forthcoming in 2009 
 
“Islam as an Ethnicity? The Media's Impact on Misperceptions in the West” in Islam and the 
West in the Mass Media:  A Lack of Communication?, Kai Hafez, ed., Creskill, NJ: Hampton 
Press, 2000 
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“News Media and Foreign Policy: An Integrated Review” in News Media and Foreign 
Relations: Multifaced Perspective, Abbas Malek, ed., Norwood, NJ: Ablex Publishing 
Corporation, 1996 (co-authored with Abbas Malek) 
 
“Islam and the West: Cultural Encounter” in The U.S. Media and the Middle East, Yahya   
Kamalipour, ed., Westport, CN: Greenwood Press, 1995 (co-authored with Abbas Malek)
  
 
 
Other  
 
“Hans Morgenthau,” International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 2nd edition, ed. 
William A. Darity, Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference USA, 2008  
 
“Borders,” International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 2nd edition, ed. William A. 
Darity, Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference USA, 2008 
 
“Terrorists,” International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 2nd edition, ed. William A. 
Darity, Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference USA, 2008 
 
 
Works in Progress 
 
This Land is Our Land: Enduring Territorial Disputes, book manuscript, prospectus under 
review 
 
“Diversions in Territorial Disputes: Argentina’s Falklands/Malvinas Strategy – 1983-2008,” 
under revision 
 
“Militarized Territorial Disputes: Attempts by States to Transfer Reputations for Resolve,” 
under revision 
 
“The Successful Resolution of a Persian Gulf Territorial Dispute,” under revision 
 
“Unexpected Companions: How Territorial Disputes Improve Bilateral Cooperation,” under 
revision  
 
“Past Experience and Methods of Territorial Dispute Resolution” 
 
“The Shebaa Farms Dispute: Hezbollah vs. Israel” 
 
 
Conference Papers 
 
“Territorial Disputes as Bargaining Leverage: Spain v. Morocco,” Southern Political Science 
Association, New Orleans, LA, January 2009 
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“Enduring Territorial Disputes: The Dual Strategy of Issue Linkage and Compellence,” 
American Political Science Association, Conflict Processes Division, Boston, MA, August 2008 
 
“Reformation of a Terrorist Group: Hezbollah of Lebanon,” Democracy and Extremism 
Conference, Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA, June 2008  
 
“Legal Systems and the Peaceful Resolution of Territorial Disputes,” International Studies 
Association, San Francisco, CA, March 2008 
 
“Hezbollah of Lebanon: When Terrorist Groups Become Political Parties,” Southeast Regional 
Middle East and Islamic Studies Seminar Fall Meeting, Valle Crucis, NC, October 2007 
 
“Militarized Interstate Territorial Disputes as Bargaining Leverage,” International Studies 
Association South, Savannah, GA, October 2007 
 
“China’s Use of the Senkaku/Diaoyu Territorial Dispute as Bargaining Leverage,” Midwest 
Political Science Association, Conflict Process Division, Chicago, April 2007 

“Institutional Incentives in Structuring the Conflict-Resolution Process,” with Irina Khmelko, 
Midwest Political Science Association, Conflict Process Division, Chicago, April 2007 
 
“Territorial Dispute MIDs: Costly Signals of Resolve for Other Disputes,” Midwest Political 
Science Association, Conflict Process Division, Chicago, April 2006 
 
“Diversionary Peace, Not Diversionary Force: Argentina’s Falklands/Malvinas Strategy Since 
1982,” American Political Science Association, International Security Division, Washington, 
D.C., September 2005 
 
“Unexpected Companions: How Territorial Disputes Improve Bilateral Cooperation Between 
Opposing States,” Midwest Political Science Association, International Relations Division, 
Chicago, April 2005 
 
“Enduring Territorial Disputes,” Triangle Institute for Security Studies – New Faces Annual 
Conference, Durham, NC, September 2004 
 
“Territorial Disputes and Other Bilateral Issues: Does Issue Linkage Exist?,” Midwest Political 
Science Association, International Relations Division, Chicago, April 2004 
 
“This Land is Our Land: The Domestic Incentives of Delaying Settlement of Nationalist 
Territorial Disputes,” American Political Science Association, International Security Division, 
Philadelphia, August 2003 
 
“The Role of Crises in Territorial Dispute Bargaining,” American Political Science Association, 
WIIS Panel, Philadelphia, August 2003 
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“From Occupation to Liberation: The Role of Hezbollah in Lebanon,” First World Congress for 
Middle Eastern Studies, University of Mainz, Germany, September 2002 
 
“Costly Signals in Territorial Disputes: Use of Nationalist Rhetoric – The Case of Leila/Perejil 
Island,” American Political Science Association, IR - Conflict and Cooperation Section, Boston, 
August 2002 
 
“Nationalist Rhetoric and Territorial Disputes,” Midwest Political Science Association, 
International  Relations Division, Chicago, April 2002 
 
“Speak It and There Shall Be War: Territorial Claims and Interstate Conflict,” American 
Political Science Association, International Security Division, Washington, D.C., August 2000 
 
“Territory and Identity,” (co-authored with Hein Goemans), American Political Science 
Association, International Security Division, Washington, D.C., August 2000 
 
“Border Proximity and National Identity,” International Society of Political Psychologists, 
Seattle, July 2000 
 
“The Elite Media and the Civil-Military Culture Gap,” (co-authored with David Paletz) 
American Political Science Association, International Security Division, Atlanta, September 
1999 
 
“Competition of Elite in Lebanon,” Lebanese Committee for Peace Workshop on Elite in 
Lebanon: Problems and Solutions, Beirut, Lebanon, November 1997 
 
“Islam and the West: Double Misperception and the Media,” International Association of 
Media and Communication Researchers, Sydney, Australia, August 1996        
 
“Peace in the Middle East? The Lebanese Committee for Peace,” Consortium on Peace 
Research, Education, and Development Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., August 1996 
 
“The Lebanese Civil War: State Centric Theory vs. Structural Realist Theory," International 
Studies Research Conference, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, March 1996 
 
“The Dualist Results of the Practice of Religion,” Eighth Annual Conference on Peacemaking, 
Diversity, and Social Change, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., February 1996 
 
“International Communication: Teaching and Research,” International Association of Media 
and Communication Researchers, Portoroz, Slovenia, June 1995              
 
“Islamic Culture: Perceptions in the West,” International Communication Association, 
Albuquerque, NM, May 1995 
 
 
Invited Talks & Workshops 
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“Meeting with Terrorists: Inside Hezbollah of Lebanon,” Ford Plantation Lecture Series, 
December 2008 
 
“Most Muslims are Terrorists...and Other Common Myths,” Columbus State University, 
October 2008 
 
“America Post 9/11,” Honors Program, Georgia Southern University, September 2008 
 
“Life in the Middle East,” English class, Georgia Southern University, October 2007 
 
“International Terrorism,” Policing class, Georgia Southern University, November 2006 
 
“Zionism,” Holocaust Literature class, Georgia Southern University, November 2006 
 
“Meeting With Terrorists: A Professor’s Encounter with Hezbollah of Lebanon,” Georgia 
Southern University, November 2006 
 
“Middle East Conflict,” University Honors Program Fall Discussion Series, October 2006 
 
“Inside Hezbollah,” Savannah Kiwanis Club, Savannah, GA, August 2006 
 
“How Successful is the War on Terrorism?,” Georgia Southern University – Coastal Georgia 
Center, Savannah, GA, November 2005 
 
“Crises and Hope in the Middle East,” St. Andrews School, Savannah, GA, November 2005 
 
“Real World Threats or Rhetoric?,” Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship Forum, Winston-Salem, 
NC, March 2005 
 
“The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,” Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship, Raleigh, NC, February 
2005 
 
“U.S. Foreign Policy and the Elections,” College Democrats, Wake Forest University, October 
2004 
 
“Terrorism as Justification for War: How Political Rhetoric Transformed Osama bin Laden Into 
Saddam Hussein,” Salem College, Winston-Salem, NC, October 2004 
 
“Iraq, Terrorism, the U.S. and War,” Faculty Interaction Panel, Duke University, November 
2002 
 
“U.S. Foreign Policy and the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict,” Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship, 
Raleigh, NC, April 2002 
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“Terrorism, Political Violence, and the State in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,” Forum on 
Understanding the War in the Middle East, Duke University, April 2002 
 
“Is it Terrorism or War? Distinguishing the Just and Unjust in Political Violence,” Graduate 
Seminar in International Law and Politics, Duke University, November 2001   
 
“The Psychology of Ethnic Conflict," Social Work Lecture Series, John Umstead State Mental 
Hospital, Butner, NC, October 2000  
 
“Religious, Ancestral, and National Identity in Lebanon," Lebanese University, Zahle, 
Lebanon, December 1997 
 
 
Media Appearances 
 
Channel 97, Statesboro, GA, November 2006 
WTKS 1290, Savannah, GA, September 11, 2006 
KPSI 920, Palm Springs, CA, August 15, 2006 
Fox & Friends Weekend, Fox News Channel, August 5, 2006 
WTKS 1290, Savannah, GA, August 4, 2006 
Savannah Morning News, Savannah, GA, August 3, 2006 
WGST 640, Atlanta, GA, August 2, 2006 
Connect, Savannah, GA, July 26-August 1, 2006 
WSAV - NBC, 11 p.m. News, Savannah, GA, July 20, 2006 
BBC Radio 103.6 FM, Northampton, UK, July 19, 2006 
BBC Radio 103.6 FM, Northampton, UK, July 17, 2006 
Agence France Presse (AFP) News Wire Service, July 17, 2006 
WJCL - ABC, 11 p.m. News, Savannah, GA November 2005 
 
 
TEACHING  
 
Courses Taught 
 
Georgia Southern University 
 
International Relations 
International Conflict 
International Relations Senior Seminar 
International Relations Graduate Seminar 
International Terrorism 
Comparative Politics Senior Seminar: Middle East Politics 
Comparative Politics Graduate Seminar: Middle East Politics 
Middle East Politics 
Asian Politics 
Politics of Ethnicity 
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Honors Seminar: Territorial Disputes 
Honors Thesis Seminar 
Introduction to Political Science 
American Government 
 
Duke University Talent Identification Program  
 
Global Dialogues Institute: Terrorism  
Global Dialogues Institute: International Cooperation and Law 
Global Dialogues Institute: Ethnic Conflict 
Global Dialogues Institute: Genocide 
Diplomat for a Day 
U.S. Foreign Policy in the 21st Century 
World Politics: A Diplomat’s Perspective - London, England 
China: Political Science & International Relations – Shanghai, Xian, Beijing, China 
 
Wake Forest University 

 
Introduction to Comparative Politics and Government  
Terrorism and Political Violence 
Introduction to International Politics 
International Security 
Territorial Disputes 
 
Duke University  
 
Terrorism and Political Violence   
Transnational Relations and Interdependence in the World Political Economy  
  (TA for Robert O. Keohane) 
American Civil-Military Relations (TA for Peter Feaver) 
Ethnic Conflict (TA for Steven Wilkinson) 
 
Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany 
 
Graduate Seminar: Ethnic Politics and Conflict  
 
Notre Dame University, Lebanon 
 
Concepts of International Relations  
Introduction to Political Science 
Comparative Government and Politics 
International Organizations  
 
 
 
GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS 
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The People Speak, United Nations Foundation, Fall 2005, $400 
 
Steel Family Dissertation Research Fellow, Summer 2004, $4,000 
 
Duke University Graduate School Research Fellowship, Summer 2003, $2,000                                       
 
Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship, U.S. Department of Education, Spring 
2003, $17,000  
 
Duke University Democracy in Political Economy (DIPE) Travel Grant, Summer 2002, $1,000 
 
Duke University Department of Political Science Summer Research Grant, Summer 2002, 
$850 
 
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS), U.S. Department of Education, 
Summer 2002, $8,000 
 
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS), U.S. Department of Education, 2001-
2002, $35,000 
 
Duke University Department of Political Science Summer Research Grant, Summer 2001, 
$1,150 
 
Duke University Center for International Studies Award for Research and Training, Summer 
2000, $1,500 
 
 
AWARDS & HONORS  
 
Delta Delta Delta Sorority Recipient for Best Professor, Wake Forest University, 2005 
 
Graduate Thesis and Dissertation Fellowship Award, American University, 1997 
 
Award for Outstanding Scholarship at the Graduate Level, American University, 1996 
  
Golden Key National Honor Society, 1993        
 
Dean's List, American University, 1990-1993 
 
National Honor Society, 1989 
 
Goethe Institute German Language Award, 1986, 1987, 1989 
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SERVICE 
 
University Service 
 
Presenter - Global Terrorism, Georgia Southern University Middle School Model United 
Nations Conference, November 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 
 
Panelist, New Faculty Orientation, August 2007 
 
CLASS Representative, International Studies Committee, 2007-present 
 
Volunteer, Student Housing Spring Success Program, January 2006, 2008 
 
 
College Service 
 
Chair, Curriculum Subcommittee, CLASS Internationalization Committee, Fall 2006-present 
 
Member, CLASS Internationalization Committee, Fall 2006-present  
 
Interviewer, Southern Scholars Showcase Recruitment, December 2006, 2007, 2008 
 
Member, Women’s Studies Lecture Series Planning Committee, Fall 2006-Spring 2008 
 
 
Departmental Service 
 
Co-Director, Political Science Honors Program, May 2007-present 
 
Member, Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Political Science – International 
Relations/Comparative Politics, 2005-2006 
 
 
Service to the Profession 
 
Section Chair, Comparative Politics of Developing Nations, Southern Political Science 
Association, January 2009 conference, Spring 2008-present 
 
Chair & Discussant, “Ethnic Conflict” Panel, Comparative Politics of Developing Nations 
Section, Southern Political Science Association Annual Conference, January 2009 
 
Reviewer, Jack Shaheen Reel Bad Arabs book manuscript, 2007 
 
Chair & Discussant, “It Comes With the Territory: Geography, Borders, and Conflict” Panel, 
Conflict Process Section, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, April 2007 
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Chair, “Legislative Politics in the Post-Communist Region” Panel, Conflict Process Section, 
Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, April 2007 
 
Discussant, “U.S. Foreign Policy” Panel, Georgia Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 
Savannah, GA, November 2006 
 
Chair & Discussant, “Separatism and Conflict” Panel, Conflict Process Section, Midwest 
Political Science Association, Chicago, April 2006 
 
Chair, “New Approaches to Diversionary War Theory” Panel, International Security Section, 
American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., September 2005 
 
Reviewer, Journal of Politics, Politics & Polity, Millennium: Journal of International Affairs 
 
Editor in Chief, Swords and Ploughshares: A Journal of International Affairs, American 
University, 1996-1997 
 
Contributing Editor, Journal of Public and International Affairs, 1995-1996 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 
American Political Science Association 
International Studies Association 
Midwest Political Science Association 
Southern Political Science Association 
Southeast Regional Middle East and Islamic Studies Seminar  
 


